
Vol. 19 - Issue 7 
February 2024 

Thoughts From an Old-Timer 

 The old timer was a little busy last month helping the guy in the red suit get things delivered. State Board 

meeting is over and now it's time to finish out this year in a tremendous way.   

 As we begin to move in the direction of the State Convention, it is TIME for EVERY AERIE & AUXILIARY to look 

around and think about the people who are active or who have passed, who deserve some recognition. There are 

many ways for them to be honored. Make it difficult on the committees to make a decision on who should be hon-

ored. If you are not sure on qualifications for the different awards, check your State By-Laws. Let's look hard for 

nominees and get those letters submitted. 

 History lesson for the month: Each of the following Aeries are over 100 years old: Council Bluffs, Des Moines, 

Ottumwa, Burlington, Oskaloosa, Dubuque, Iowa City, Waterloo, Fort Madison, Le Mars, Creston and Hawar-

den. Tremendous accomplishment by these Aeries, I'm sure they had some trying times in the past, but they perse-

vered. As far as I can count there have been aeries in over 90 locations throughout the years. Unfortunately, they 

were not all able to stay viable.   

 Focus on working together to get our Aeries and Auxiliaries to be the best that they can be.  Read the Con-

stitution, By-Laws, Officer Handbooks so that you know what your responsibilities are. Do your job and let the oth-

ers do theirs.  Until we meet along the trail...     

~ Fraternally, Dennis Verploegh ~ Iowa F.O.E - PSP 

 

RESERVATION INFO for STATE CONVENTION 2024                                   
Please use the following to make reservations for State Convention 2024.                              

-- Convention dates are June 12th - 16th -- 

Group Name:  Eagles State Convention 2024 

Group Code:  FOE         Reservations Deadline:   May 21, 2024 

Rates:  Standard Two-Queen or King Executive $122++ plus 12% tax per night 

            Junior King or Extended Suites $142++ plus 12% tax per night 

            Family King Suites $162++ plus 12% tax per night 

            Family Double Queen Suites $182++ plus12% tax per night 

Rates Include:  Four (4) vouchers each morning for Full Hot Breakfast at our own Bennigan’s Restaurant from 

6:30 am until 10:30 am.  On weekends our Breakfast Buffet includes scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, breakfast 

potatoes, biscuits and gravy, French toast, Danish, muffins, yogurt, cereals, fresh fruit, assorted juices, coffee, 

decaffeinated, Herbal teas and milk. 

To Reserve:      Call us at:  515-278-4755 or 800-HOLIDAY (800-465-4329) 

Click to:  www.holidayinn.com/desmoinesia  and use the 3-letter code 

Click to:  Eagles State Convention 2024 

http://www.holidayinn.com/desmoinesia
https://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DSMDU&checkInDate=11&checkInMonthYear=052024&checkOutDate=16&checkOutMonthYear=052024&numberOfAdults=1&numberOfRooms=1&_PMID=99801505&GPC=FOE&cn=no&viewfullsite=t


 

Committee Chairman Needed     

I have several State Committee 

members needed for 2024-2025    

fiscal year. If interested contact me 

at Mid Winter Conference, IM me on 

my Facebook page or email me. 

Email address is engr@email.com.     

I would appreciate any and all help. 

Your help makes our State run as we 

are "People Helping People". 

 Fraternally Yours                                   

 Iowa State President Elect               

~ Gene Kracht 

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR:   
AERIE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN                         

We all know how important the recruitment and retention of members for the Eagles is. Without 

new members and retaining those we have, there is no growth. 

Our order is in constant need of new members, the very lifeblood of our fraternity. They bring  

new ideas, fresh perspectives, new energy and new volunteer opportunities. We are all aware of 

the advantages of being an Eagle. Invite others a chance to enjoy the privileges, benefits and     

opportunities which our order offers by inviting a friend, relative or coworker to join the Eagles 

today. Remember a personal invitation from you will almost certainly mean a new member for 

your Aerie. 

Let’s all get on the calliope wagon for Kevin and hit that goal. With a little effort we can fill the 

circus tent!     ~ Chuck Weindler ~ State Auxiliary Membership Chairperson  

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR:   
AUX MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN                         

Hello sisters, so sorry for the delay in messages. I’ve had some user and technical issues. But let’s 

get down to business.  

Well we are halfway thru our year and everyone has been working hard signing up new members. We 

have two Auxiliaries that are in the green and working on a positive net gain. We have several that 

are close. October had 24 new members, November had 30 new and December had 12. So everyone 

keep up the good work and let’s get to Lisa’s goal.  See you soon on the eagle trail. 

     ~ Deb Kressley ~ State Auxiliary Membership Chairperson  

mailto:engr@email.com


State Worthy President 's  Notes  

Greetings Brother’s & Sister’s,  

With the holidays over and Winter arriving with bang, that included that we had to cancel Mid-Winter Con-

ference in Des Moines and replaced it with Zoom meetings, which went very smoothly for most. Technology 

is such a wonderful thing in our day and age. 

I’m so glad our travels are to begin soon, don’t like the almost 2 months of no Charity or Presidential visits 

- about to drive us crazy. Lol. With that said we are half-way thru our year, which to me has been way too 

fast, but extremely enjoyable. Being your State President has been more than I could ever imagine. The 

hospitality, generosity, friendship, fraternalism from our brother’s and sister’s thru out Iowa and surround-

ing states is a true fact that we are the best in the nation and world simply leading the way for other’s . 

With that being said, let’s continue to do what we do best which is raising $$$ for Second Star Children’s 

Camp, and please never forget our other charities locally and state. As you know those charity $$$ raised 

this year funds next year’s grants for the State of Iowa Eagle grants submitted next year. 

Well let’s keep this article short & sweet. As our travels begin please everyone be safe out there and if all 

possible share show to others what we are all about “ PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE “  Please remember to sign 

up members, they are our lifeline and ask your local secretaries to print out a drop list of member’s. Please 

reach out to our brothers and bring them back to the fold as we had them once,      

explain that we still need them. Let’s make it our goal to get 75% back before May 31st 

so they may retain their years of service to our great Fraternal Organization.                                                 

                     

See everyone on the eagle trail in our the next travels. Be safe, friendly, reach out  

with Eagle Love. GOD BLESS.             ~ Worthy State President ~ Kevin Kressley ~ 

Hello Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope this finds everyone safe after the holidays and this crazy weather. It was very interesting to hold  

the mid-winter board meeting over zoom. It was very nice that everyone was attentive and understanding. 

I'm ready to get back out on the Eagle trail to attend State Charities and visit with the 

different Auxiliaries. Membership from what I can tell seems to be going strong. Let's 

keep up the good work. I know this cold and snowy weather can keep everyone inside 

but let's think of creative ways to keep the members coming in. Once the weather 

changes plan a membership drive and let people know what we are all about.         

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon. Until then stay warm and keep safe.   

               ~ Madam State President ~ Lisa Zook ~ aka Ring Mistress 

State Madam President 's  Notes  



Any PSP (men/women) who are            

interested in being involved on the      

Memorial Team at                                    

State Convention, please contact:                                                   

Dennis Verploegh (641) 670-1059                                                                              

or Eva Knepp (563) 343-1357      
Please make sure to use this phone # for Eva. 

It was incorrect in several places. Apologies 

to Eva for all of the errors!                   

Thank you ~ Dennis Verploegh               

Iowa PSP Secy./Treas. 

 

                  
    

Randy Woods, PWP                                                                                   

2937 Avenue J                     

Council Bluffs, IA 51501                                            

Email:  rwoods17@cox.net       

712-328-8612   

 

CONNECTION                                     
 
 

Article Submissions    
 

Deadline for articles to be                 

in the Connection is the 15th of  

the month prior to publication   

Send to: Janel Miller at    

iowa.foe.bulletin@gmail.com                  

or soulburnz@gmail.com                                 

Cell:  319-721-1129   

IA FOE WEBSITE & 
FACEBOOK PAGE                                

 
 

Submissions    
 

To submit items for the Website or   

FB PAGE: Contact: Patty Kelvage    

email:  pkavelage@yahoo.com      



Grand Madam President - Becky Wilson's Iowa Visit 

Hi Sisters, 

GMP Becky Wilson will be visiting the State of Iowa on March 6th & 7th, 2024. She will be in Tama-

Toledo         on Wednesday, March 6th and Albia on Thursday, March 7th. We hope you will join us     

and meet this great sister from the State of Missouri while she is in Iowa. Please mark your calendars.   

Visit details:      

   TAMA-TOLEDO - Wednesday, March 6th                   

 ~ Soup and Sandwiches at 5:00 pm                    

 ~ ALL STATE RITUAL: 6:30 pm - followed by Social Hour 

   ALBIA  - Thursday, March 7th              

 ~ Aerie Social Room opens at 4:00 pm for Social Hour                

 ~ Dinner at 5:30 pm ~ Program after dinner        

 ~ Circus Games and Fun!:  7:00 pm (proceeds going to GWP Becky's Special Project) 

It is customary each year that our State Madam President presents a monetary gift to the GMP during   

her visit from all of the Auxiliaries in the State Of Iowa. Please consider sending a contribution to GMP 

Becky's gift. Your check should be made out to the "Iowa State Auxiliary, F.O.E." and mailed to the Iowa 

State Auxiliary Secretary no later than Feb. 20, 2024.  

Please mail your check to the following address:  P.O. Box 11127, Cedar Rapids, IA  52410-1127. If you    

have any questions please email: cmb1804@mchsi.com or you can call my cell phone - 319-350-3966. 

                ~ Cindy Balsanek, Iowa State Auxiliary Secretary  

Auxiliary Sisters, 

The Grand Aerie Compliance Director for 

the State of Iowa – has changed. Contact info          

for the new director, Shay Kelleher is below: 

 SHAY KELLEHER ~ 614-883-2217              

 SKELLEHER@FOE.COM                  

Please change your records so that you now 

send your Compliance Info to Shay.         

Thank you for your help!                                                                      

~ Cindy Balsanek, IA State Aux Secretary  

To Contact the           
Auxiliary State          

Secretary  
Cindy Balsanek, PSP                                                       

PO BOX 11127                         

Cedar Rapids, IA 52410-1127                                    

Email:  cmb1804@mchsi.com     

(319) 350-3966   

mailto:SKELLEHER@FOE.COM


- CIRCUS - 
Calendar of Events 

FEBRUARY - 2024 

February 16 ~ Hawarden State Charity    

February 24 ~ Iowa City State Charity 

February 17 - Le Mars State Charity 

THURSDAY - Feb 15 ~ Sheldon State Charity   

MAY - 2024 
May 4 ~ Cash Bash ~ Creston  

JUNE - 2024 
June 12-16 ~ Iowa State Convention 

JULY - 2024 
August 4-9 ~ International Convention 

New Orleans 

April 5 ~ Cedar Rapids State Charity 

April 12-14 ~ MINK Conference 

APRIL - 2024 

April 6 - Tama-Toledo State Charity 

April 19 - Grinnell State Charity 

Wednesday - April 17 - Chariton State Charity 

GMP Becky Wilson's Iowa Visits 

Wednesday - March 6 ~ Tama-Toledo 

March 22 ~ Waterloo State Charity 
March 23-24 ~ Eastern Zone Conference 

March 16 ~ Creston State Charity 

March 2 ~ Oskaloosa State Charity 
March 3 ~ Ottumwa State Charity 

March 9 ~ Council Bluffs State Charity 

Thurs - March 7 - Albia - All-State Initiation    

MARCH - 2024 

Embassy Suites - Omaha 



 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR:   
STATE CHARITY CHAIRMEN                         

 Happy Valentines Month . Things are getting busy for Second Star Children’s Camp - we 

have a full calendar coming up and are super excited to see everyone. It is cold outside, so 

come on inside and visit with us. Don’t forget- this month we have an extra day due to it 

being a leap year, February 29.  

If you are hosting a state charity event, please get your details such as times, meal, and 

other activities going on, to Patty Kalvelage so she can put it on the website and Facebook. 

You can also write up an article for the bulletin and let Janel Miller get it added to the bul-

letin. This lets people know what is going on and you may have more in attendance for your 

event.  

Thanks to everyone for all your hard work and for your support of Second Star Children’s 

Camp. Remember to check the calendar and try to attend as many as you can. If you need 

state charity information, please let Kevin, Lisa Z, Lisa M or Jim know the information 

needed to assist you for your event.  

Camping Facts you might not have known: Crickets can calculate the temperature. Lyme disease 

takes longer to take effect than you'd think. Raccoons may sound like cats, but you shouldn't cuddle 

them. Your campfire may be a hazard…. so be careful. Camping will relieve stress and depression.  

          State Aerie and Auxiliary Charity Chairmen ~ Jim Zumbach and Lisa Miller 

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR:   
REENROLLMENT CHAIRMAN                         

Hello Ladies! I hope this finds you all well and that you had an incredible Christmas & New Year. I 

am sad that I was not able to join everyone for Winter Conference and hope that you all had a blast!  

It is time to get back into the (trapeze) swing of things and work together to welcome our former 

Eagle Sisters back into this wonderful organization. We started out the Fraternal year extremely 

strong on the reenrollment side of things, but we have slowed down a little bit which is understand-

able with all the Holiday activities that everyone had going on.  

To date (as of 01/05/24 when this report was pulled) we have a total of 61 reenrollees. State 

Madam President Lisa’s goal is 150 reenrolled members which means we need 89 more to hit that 

goal. I would love for us to exceed it! Please help us to build momentum back up on getting these 

gals back so that we can beat the goal (AND THE MEN)!!!  

I look forward for all the events to get started back up soon! Hope to see you all soon down the   

Eagles Trail! Fraternally, ~ Bobbi Jo Reed ~  aka - Whippy the Auxiliary Reenrollment Chairman                        




